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Joins, 30 ° die Mail, 1 844 . 



Ordered, That a Select Committee be appointed to consider the Report of the Commis- 
sion for inquiring into the Execution of the Contracts for certain Union Workhouses in 
Ireland, and to report their Opinion and Observations thereon to The House. 



Lunai, 3 0 die Jurat, 1 844 . 



And a Committee is nominated of — 

Sir’Edward Knatchbull. 
Mr. Loch. 

Lord Eliot. 

Mr. Ord. 

Sir Robert Ferguson. 

Mr. Vesey. 

Sir Henry Winston Barron. 
Mr. Shaw. 



Lord Courtenay. 

Mr. French. 

Mr. Bellew. 

Mr. More O’Ferrall. 
Lord Claud Hamilton. 
Captain Jones. 

Mr. Bramston. 



Ordered, That the said Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers, and 
Records. 

Ordered, That Five be the Quorum of the said Committee. 
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REPORT. 



The SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to consider the Report of the 
Commission for inquiring into the Execution of the Contracts for 
certain Union Workhouses in Ireland, and to Report their Opinion 
and Observations thereon to The House, and to whom Two Petitions 

were referred ; Have considered the matters to them referred, and 

have agreed to the following REPORT. 

Y OUR COMMITTEE, in performance of the duty confided to them, have 
proceeded to consider the above Report, together with sundry docu- 
ments and statements contained in a paper entitled “ An Appendix,” which 
has been presented to The House subsequently to their appointment. 

Your Committee have not been able to make any satisfactory progress in 
the discharge of their duty. The statements made in the Report and the 
Appendix by Mr.. Pennethorne on the one hand, and by the Poor Law Com- 
missioners and their agents on the other, are so strongly opposed to each 
other, while at the same time they involve so many questions of professional 
skill, that it was impossible to arrive at any satisfactory conclusion without 
the examination of witnesses, the number of which it would be impossible to 
calculate. Each case included in the Report before the Committee must have 
been the subject of separate inquiry. Any attempt to inquire into all the 
cases in the Report during the present Session of Parliament would have 
proved a hopeless undertaking ; and your Committee decided that they could 
not with propriety express an opinion upon the whole matter before them, 
in consequence of any conclusion at which they might have arrived in any 
one or more particular cases. 

The subject of Union Workhouses in Ireland is one of veiy great import- 
ance, and has already been the cause of considerable excitement. An 
imperfect investigation of so important a subject, the reception of Evidence 
on one side, without an opportunity of reply afforded to the other (a state 
of things which must have occurred at this period of the Session), might 
have led to much public inconvenience and private injury. Under these 
circumstances, Your Committee report that they have considered it to be 
their duty to refrain from farther proceeding with an inquiry which they 
could not hope to bring to any satisfactory termination. 

Your Committee cannot conclude their Report without expressing an 
opinion that further inquiry is necessary, in order to determine whether, 
with regard to the choice of the sites, the execution of building, and amount 
of cost, any unnecessary expense has been incurred in respect of the Union 
Workhouses in Ireland; and if so, whether any portion of such expense 
should be remitted. 

3 July 1844. 
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ATTENDANCES OF THE COMMITTEE. 



Luna, 10 ° die Junii, 1844 . 

Present. 



Sir E. Knatchbull. 
Mr. French 
Mr. Shaw. 

Captain Jones. 

Sir R. Ferguson. 
Mr. Bellew. 



Mr. Loch, 

Mr. More O’Ferrall. 
Lord Claud Hamilton. 
Lord Eliot. 

Mr. Vesey. 

Mr. Ord. 



Jovis, 13 ° die Junii , 1844 . 

Sir E. Knatchbull in the Chair. 



Mr. Ord. 

Mr. French. 

Captain Jones. 

Sir R. Ferguson. 

Mr. Shaw.l 

Mr. More O’Ferrall. 



Sir H. W. Barron. 
Lord Eliot. 

Mr. Vesey. 

Mr. Bellew. 

Lord Claud Hamilton. 
Mr. Bramston. 



Martis, 18 ° die Junii, 1844 . 

Sir E. Knatchbull in the Chair. 



Sir Robert Ferguson. 
Mr. More O’Ferrall. 
Captain Jones. 

Lord Eliot. 

Mr. Shaw. 

Mr. Bellew. 



Mr. Ord. 

Mr. French. 

Sir H. W. Barron. 
Mr. Bramston. 
Mr. Vesey. 



Martis, 25 ° die Julii, 1844 . 

Sir E. Knatchbull in the Chair. 



M/. French. 

Captain Jones. 

Lord Claud Hamilton. 
Mr. Ord. 

Mr. Shaw. 

Mr. More O’Ferrall. 



Mr. Bellew. 

Sir Robert Ferguson, 
Lord Eliot. 

Mr. Vesey. 

Sir H. W. Barron. 



Lunce, 1 ° die Julii, 1844 . 

Sir E. Knatchbull in the Chair. 



Mr. French. 
Lord Eliot. 
Mr. Ord. 

Mr. Shaw. 

Mr. Bramston. 



Mr. Vesey. 

Mr. More O’Ferrall. 
Sir H. W. Barron. 
Lord Claud Hamilton. 
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EXPENSES OP WITNESSES. 



NAME 


PROFESSION 


Date 


Date 


Total 


Number of 
Days under 


Expenses 


Expenses 


TOTAL 


of 


or 


of 


of 


Number 


Examination 
by Committee, 


of 

Journey to 


Expenses 


WITNESS. 


CONDITION. 


Arrival. 


Discharge. 


of Days 
in London. 


specially under 
their Orders. 


London 
and back. 


London. 


allowed to 
Witness. 


George Wilkinson 


Architect - 


17 June 


25 1 ”* 


9 


... 


£. 4. d. 
10 - - 


£. 4. d. 
9 9 - 


£. s. d. 
19 9 - 
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